HEAD: Divide and Conquer! 

STRAP: Two Xbox 360 hardware packs give you the choice between all-out power and affordable next-generation gaming. 

FEATURE BODY:

The launch of Xbox 360 is the most important day for Microsoft since the one when Bill Gates decided to spend his birthday money on a computer instead of a BMX. The first Xbox was an experiment, a loss leader designed to get the Xbox brand out in the open. Now we’ve heard of it it’s time for phase two – the new, white machine that’s going to rule the console world and send PlayStation to be recycled into yogurt pots. 

BASEMENT OR DELUXE? 

To ensure maximum world domination, Microsoft is launching two versions of Xbox 360. The cheaper one – dubbed the Xbox 360 Core Pack – costs £210, plays all the games, lets you connect to Xbox Live, includes a wired controller and does everything you might conceivably need. And for £210, you’re getting one hell of a machine – but if you want to save your games you’ll need to spend an extra £x.xx for a 64MB memory card on launch day. 

But there is a better way. For £280 you get much more, with the higher-spec Xbox 360 pack including a detachable 20GB hard drive for storing 

At least, that’s the plan. Xbox 360 wants to be popular with more people than teenage men that like to shoot people, and it’s going about this by emphasising the machine’s community-building powers and online gaming abilitites. 

If you’ve got broadband you
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HEAD: THE FIVE ESSENTIAL XBOX 360 GAMES

PROJECT GOTHAM RACING 3

PERFECT DARK ZERO

CONDEMNED: CRIMINAL ORIGINS


****REVIEWS****

XBOX: 

FIFA 06

The weirdest thing about this year’s FIFA is how exactly like last year’s Pro Evolution Soccer it is. We’re not going to risk various legal assaults by accusing EA of copying its critically acclaimed soccer rival, but, well, let’s just say it’s one hell of a concidence the way FIFA 06 comes with a new set of controls that precisely mirror those of the much-loved Pro Evo series. 

Which makes it better. The ludicrous old FIFA idea of using the A button to select your player AND pass the ball is gone, replaced by Pro Evo’s superior system of using A for pass and pass alone. The best original addition to this is a gigantic management game, where the solo gamer can take a club through season after season of contract negotiations, scouting missions and ludicrously in-depth player transfers. It’s the biggest and best FIFA yet. 4/5

PS2: 

SEGA CLASSICS COLLECTION

You know Sega. The Sonic The Hedgehog people. It used to be huge, then it fell apart a bit and now it’s back up at the top again – cleverly milking its big-name games of yesteryear and selling them all over again to today’s youth. This collection is a peculiarity, one that takes ancient Sega propertiers from the 80s and early 90s, remakes them with posh 3D graphics and chucks them all onto PS2 with incredibly varied results. 

What you get here is eight all-time Sega favourites remade and updated, including Golden Axe (not bad) OutRun (quite good), Virtua Racing (brilliant but very short), Columns (simple and a bit rubbish) and a few less well-know titles that are best left undisturbed. Some are good, some not so, but at a bargain 20 quid for all eight, you’ll refresh your memory and have a decent laugh at the same time. 3/5

PSP: 

PURSUIT FORCE

This is exactly what you need on PSP. It’s fast, fun, furiuos and fantastically playable for short periods of time. Like most PSP games, though, it’s about as original as a tenth generation photocopy of photocopy or a forged painting, but who cares – you get to drive cars fast and leap from bonnet to bonnet like you’re Keanu Reaves in The Matrix. 

And that really is just about all there is to Pursuit Force. Unfolding at never less than 100 miles an hour, you drive cars, shoot other cars, climb out onto the roof and jump onto the bonnets of faster cars, hang off the back, chuck out the driver, steal the flashier vehicle and race off to apprehend the next bad guy. Then you get in a helicopter and shoot stuff that’s driving away from you with a big gun. It’s a man’s game. For men. 4/5 

